Invasion by exotic plant species often is facilitated along =
networks of primary and secondary roads, railroads, and power
lines. Disturbance associated with creating and maintaining these
linear features also enhances the establishment of exotic species. ™ ALY LR
To evaluate these “bottom-up” effects, we modeled the risk of :
exotic plant species invasion along linear corridors (Fig. 2). \ ;

We also model anthropogenic factors that interrupt con- 2 s Bay( - - %

nectivity and increase fragmentation of wildlands, such as roads, o sl EU
railroads and agricultural lands (Fig.3). ik
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Figure 2

Anthropogenic factors that act as dispersal
agents for exotic plants. The final model
will depict exotic plant invasion risk across
landscapes in the western United States.

Above — exotic plants trailing
along a road.

Left — rush skeletonweed,
Chondrilla juncea




